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Third Sunday in Ordinary Time — Sunday, January 25, 2026 

Reclaiming the Lord’s Day - Reclaiming the Mass 
Part 2: Reclaiming the True Purpose 

 

The dilemma – Covid’s reveal of faulty formation 
 

 About 5 years ago, many parishes were shut down in response to the Covid pandemic. However, when churches  
reopened, it was noted across the United States, including Ellis county, that a significant number of parishioners never 
returned. Why? One reason is because Covid enacted a great reveal; it showed the result of years of faulty teachings 
and poor faith formation of the faithful. 
 

 Think of it this way: For decades, when the question was asked, “Why should we go to Mass?” what was the answer? 
Normally, the response from parishioners, catechists, and even priests was based on a single premise – because of 
“what we get out of it!” 
 

 We go because we are fed by God’s Word and the Eucharist. We go because we receive spiritual rest. We go because 
we get the rejuvenation we need to take on another week. We go because of what we get.  
 

 All of these answers sound nice, but in reality, they are all erroneous; none of these answers actually refer to the true 
purpose, and therefore should not be the true motivation, for going to Mass. Couple this with the fact that in many  
places, it was and still is praiseworthy to make deliberate changes and adaptations to the Mass, big or small (something 
that in normal circumstances is never legitimately allowed), so that people can “get more out of it,” and our own practices 
malform the faithful and lead them astray from the true essence of worship. 

 

 With this in mind, what happened when people experienced the Covid shutdown? The Sunday experience completely 
changed. People were able to sleep in, finding the rest they desired. Families did not have to stress about getting around 
and being somewhere on time, allowing for carefree family time and rejuvenation for the rest of the week. Many still 
watched Mass online (which is never a permissible substitute for actually attending, but more on this in a future article), 
or they prayed on their own, granting them the ability to still be fed in a way that was personally satisfactory. In the end, 
people learned that all of the reasons for which they had been taught as to why they should attend Mass – all that they 
were supposed to “get out of it” – could be found in an easier, and sometimes even more abundant way by staying home 
than by actually going to Mass. And to make matters worse, it is our own faulty logic that led to these conclusions. 
Hence, Covid revealed the result of the decades of poor faith formation of the faithful. 
 

Reclaiming the true purpose of Mass 

 This is why it is important to return once again to the true purpose of the Mass. The true purpose of the Mass is this – 
to give praise and thanks to God. Notice with this definition, however, that the primary purpose is to give, not to get.  

 This makes the Mass somewhat contrary to our normal spiritual mindset. Often our motivation for going to God in our 
regular day to day lives is to ask Him for whatever we might want or need. Yet, the Mass is different. Mass is our time to 
give. Although we do offer petitions to God during the Mass, this is not the central purpose of the Mass. In addition, our 
petitions in Mass are not meant for us to simply receive what we ask; their deeper intent is that we are asking what we 
need so that we might be able to more fully give back to God. 

 Still, what exactly are we supposed to give to God? We want to offer our lives to God, but what does this look like, and 
how do we do this? These are some of the questions I hope to answer in the next bulletin article. In the meantime, let it 
suffice to say that in essence, Mass is the time to realize that our entire existence is for the glory of God. We exist for 
Him, not Him for us. Therefore, let us make sure to use this time to give more fully of ourselves to the Lord as we enter 
into the Mass.                                               -   Fr. Nick Parker, Pastor 

Holy Family Elementary School 
Annual Chili Feed & Bazaar and Silent Auction 

Sunday, January 25, 2026 
11:00 A.M.— 2:00 P.M. 

 

MENU: Chili, Fritos, and Cinnamon rolls served with coffee, lemonade & tea. 
 
Meal tickets are $10.00 for adults and $5.00 for children (ages 4-12).  
Tickets are available in advance at the school office or at the door. 
 

The raffle is packed full of exciting items including: 
 
Dell Pro 16 Plus Notebook, Opal Nugget Ice Maker, Round of Golf with Carts for 4 at Smokey Hill,  
Nintendo Switch, 55” LG 4K Smart TV, 2 chances at a $1000 cash prize and so much more! 
 
The Silent Auction always has great items to bid on, and there will be games galore for kids of all ages with  
awesome prizes to win at the Game Room in the Activity Center! 
 
All proceeds from the event will be used to make improvements, purchase equipment, and add resource materials 
for Holy Family Elementary School. The time to invest in the future of Catholic education for our children is now! 
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Stewardship of Time and Talent 

Liturgical 

Ministers 

January 31 
Saturday 4:00 p.m. 

February 1 
Sunday 8:00 a.m. 

February 1 
Sunday 10:00 a.m. 

Sacristan Francis Jacobs JoAnn Berens Tom Drees 

Cantors Jerry Braun & Monica Watson Julie Berg Gwen Staab & Katrina Staab 

Accompanist Debbie Klaus Teresa Schrant Linda Lang 

Altar Servers Atticus Micek 
Samuel Basgall 
Dalton Herrman 
Alyssa Church 

Elizabeth Stein 
Geralyn Stein 
Eli Stein 
Samuel Stein 

Abe Meitner 
Leo Meitner 
Chloe Kinderknecht 
Caleb Kinderknecht 

Lectors Melissa Dreiling 
Janelle Pfannenstiel 

Jason Stein 
Marla Stecklein 

Sherrill Ruda 
Jennie Helget 

Gift Bearers Elden & Kay Klaus Family Aaron & Jami Breit Family Pending 

Wee Words   Nicole Peters 

EMEs 

 

Simon Micek 
Kay Klaus 
Jerry Wasinger 
Victor Munsch 
Donna Lubbers 
Melissa Romme 
Lora Hess 

Virginia Linenberger 
Pam Windholz 
Jason Werner 
Roger Linenberger 
Elmer Finck 
Lindsey Fox 
Karla Bixenman 

Linda Stefan 
Rhonda Anderson 
Paulla Harris 
Chad Meitner 
Jonathan Kinderknecht 
Ernie Klaus 
Tom Drees 

Greeters Edward & Ashley Herrman Family 
Don & Donna Lubbers 
Volunteers 

James & Anne Marie Brull 
Aaron & Jami Breit Family 
Volunteers 

Joe & Misty Lohmeyer 
Brad & Jan Klaus 
Tina Nowak 

Money Count January 25 / February 1                     Diane Ruder*, Jerry Ruder, Angela Gross, Kelli Schreurs 

Rosaries Donna Lubbers Norbert Kuhn Donetta Robben 

@IHM_donations 

For your convenience, 
Venmo is now available for 
those visitors to our parish, 
forgot your envelope or 
check.   

Stewardship of Treasure 

Budgeted Weekly Income Fiscal Year 2025-2026                $   31,673.07 

Adult Envelopes   $   38,897.66 

   Offertory Loose Plate    $    1,589.94 

Total Giving weekend of January 18 $  40,487.60 

For this week the collection is ahead  $      8,814.53 

Unify Beautify Glorify Loan with Diocese $2,025,000.00 

Year End Parish Tithe Reports from IHM— year end giving statements have been mailed out for the 2025     

calendar year. Review the information and let us know if your records do not agree.   

Want to support Catholic School Students and save on taxes?? (who doesn’t!!!)  

TAX CREDIT SCHOLARSHIP – Support Catholic Education in the Salina Diocese and receive  a 75% State Tax 

Credit! The Scholarship Granting Fund for the Catholic Diocese of Salina is accepting donations and is able to offer a 75% tax 

credit. Please email Heather Hartman, Chief Executive Officer for the Catholic Foundation heather.hartman@salinadiocese.org. For 

the 25-26 school year, approximately $90,000 was awarded to schools for 120 qualifying students in the Salina Diocese. These 

funds go directly to help with the cost of education for the qualifying student. (Fliers available in Parish Office)  

Example - Bob has an upcoming 2025 KS State Income tax obligation of $750. Top fulfill this obligation, he can              

EITHER:  

1.Write a check to the KS Dept of Revenue in the amount of $750 or 

2.Write a check to the Scholarship Granting Fund for the Diocese of Salina for $1,000,receive a “KS Tax Credit     

Certificate” to fulfill 100% of Bob’s 2024 KS Income Tax obligation. 

***ANY individual income taxpayer, corporate income taxpayer, privilege taxpayer or insurance premium taxpayers 

are eligible for the tax credit***  Please consult your tax advisor to see if this is right for you.  
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Immaculate Heart of Mary This Week  ( January 26 — February 1, 2026 ) 

Parish & Community Announcements 

K of C Co. 6984 Corner 

UPCOMING EVENTS: 
 

February 12 - K of C Meeting 7:30pm Knights Room 
 
February 21 - Yard Cross Installation Day 
 
February 21/22 - Church Drive/Stewardship Fair 
 
February 27 - K of C/ CYO Lenten Fish Fry 
                        5:00pm to 7:00pm in the IHM Parish Hall 

Contact Grand Knight, Brad Stramel at 785-625-7339 

Youth Choir (singers and instruments) 
 

2nd Sundays  10:00am Mass      
2nd-12th graders 
Meet in the church basement the morning 
of at 9:00am for practice.  Questions?  
Contact Jennifer Whitmer at  
jlosey04@gmail.com or 785-259-4373 

Hays CYO Spaghetti Dinner 
Sunday, February 15, 2026 

IHM Parish Hall 
 
We are less than a month away from our Hays CYO 
Spaghetti Dinner!  
 
Lunch- 11:00 a.m. - 1:30 p.m.  
Dinner– 5:00 p.m - 7:30 p.m.  
 
Meal tickets are on presale now, and you can  
purchase them from a CYO member or the IHM office.  
 
Adult tickets are $15 and child tickets (5-12) are $5.  
Ages 4 and under eat for free 
 
Raffle Ticket Price: $1.00 suggested donation per  
ticket, every $20.00 you get 5 tickets free.  
 
Raffle Prizes will be announced soon. 

Stewardship Fair  -  February 21 & 22  
 

As we are quickly approaching the time for our parish 
Stewardship renewal for FY 26-27,  IHM Parish is  
having a Stewardship Fair on February 21 & 22. The 
fair will take place after all Masses in the Parish Hall on 
the east side. 
 
Breakfast will be served in the morning of February 
22nd on the west side of the parish hall. 
 
At the Stewardship Fair, parish families will be able to 
receive their annual stewardship renewal forms. Then 
families are able to see what our parish groups are all 
about and receive swag items too! Everyone is invited 
to join the fair to know our parish better! 

Date Mass Intentions & Other Church Events Mass Readings 

Monday 26 

St. Timothy & St. Titus 

6:45 a.m.  † Robert Wilhelm 

 

2 Tim 1: 1-8 
Mk 3: 22-30 

Tuesday 27 

 

8:00 a.m.  L/D Wilma & Gerald Braun Family 2 Sm 6: 12-15, 17-19 
Mk 3: 31-35 

Wednesday 28 

St. Thomas Aquinas, Priest 

5:30 p.m.  L/D Clarence & Dorothy Jacobs Family 2 Sm 7: 4-17 
Mk 4: 1-20 

Thursday 29 

 

8:00 a.m.  L/D Gilbert Brungardt Family 

5:00 p.m.  Weekly Reconciliation 

6:30 p.m.  Poor Souls In Purgatory 

2 Sm 7: 18-19, 24-29 
Mk 4: 21-25 

Friday 30 

 

6:45 a.m.   † Gerald G. Arnhold 

12:00 p.m. Weekly Reconciliation 

2 Sm 11: 1-4, 5-10, 13-17 
Mk 4: 26-34 

Saturday 31 

St. John Bosco, Priest 

8:00 a.m.   Daily Mass for Vocations 

3:00 p.m.   Weekly Reconciliation 
4:00 p.m.   L/D Edna Schiltz Family 

2 Sm 12: 1-7, 10-17 
Mk 4: 35-41 

Sunday 1 
 

Fourth Sunday in  
Ordinary Time 

8:00 a.m.    People of the Parish 

10:00 a.m.  L/D Margie Ann Legleiter Family 
12:00 p.m.  † Gregorio Ramirez de la Cruz 

5:00 p.m.   Weekly Reconciliation 
6:00 p.m.   † Leila Knotts 

Zep 2: 3; 3: 12-13 
1 Cor 1: 26-31 
Mt 5: 1-12 

mailto:jlosey04@gmail.com
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St. Mary’s K of C Council 6984 is sponsoring a  
project called Lift High the Cross. For a $20, K of 
C will put up a wooden cross in your front yard. 
Members will be putting them up on February 21st. 

 

Sign-Ups have started after Masses in the gathering 
space. You can also sign up in the Parish Office. 

Parish & Community Announcements 

The Daughters of Isabella, Circle #254, will meet 
on Tuesday, February 10, 2026 at the IHM Parish 
Hall at 5:30 PM. Members are asked to bring a  
potential member to this membership drive meeting. 
Please note the time change.. There will be a soup 
and sandwich supper for members and anyone who's  
interested in joining. The Daughters of Isabella is open to 
Catholic women over 16 years old. For more information, 
please contact a member or Peggy Feltis, 785-628-1336. 
 
WHAT do members of Daughters of Isabella do and 
what is offered as a member? 
 

*Spiritual Gifts  
   Grow in Faith, Offer Hope, Deepen Love, Serve the Lord.  
 

*Service Gifts  
    Fundraise for Parishes and Community in order to donate   
    for good causes, Volunteer work. 
 

*Social Gifts   
    Make Friends, Care for Others, Fun Activities 
 
The organization was founded in 1898 on the principles of 
Unity, Friendship, and Charity. 

First Saturdays Devotion—February 7th 
 

Please join us at IHM Parish each First  
Saturday of the month for the following: 
 

• Rosary – 7:30 AM 
• Act of Reparation – 7:55 AM  
• Mass – 8:00 AM 
• Guided 15-minute mediation on the Mysteries of the 

Rosary immediately after Mass. 
• Coffee and donuts following the guided mediation.  

SAVE THE DATE:  St. Nicholas of Myra Ladies Guild Bingo 
and Raffle will be held on Sunday, March 1st, 2026. 

 Perpetual Eucharistic Adoration Chapel 

Open Adorer Hours 

Please contact Brian or Michelle DeWitt at 625-2481 

or via email at haysadorationchapel@outlook.com. 

Sunday  1:00 AM Friday   5:00PM 

Sunday 10:00PM 
Second Adorer Needed 

 

Restored Order of Sacraments - To all of our IHM 
parish Faith Formation and Catholic Schools       
families, you will be receiving a letter from the Faith 
Formation office in the coming week.  This letter will 
explain the Diocese of Salina’s new direction in    
children receiving Confirmation and First Eucharist.  
If you have any questions after receiving the parish 
letter please contact Jaclyn Brown in the Faith     
Formation Office. 

              Welcome our newly baptized to our  
             Catholic Community of  

               Immaculate Heart of Mary! 
 

               Emilio Silver Araiza Lewis 
 

 

Son of Ricardo Araiza & Bristol Lewis was baptized 
Saturday, January 17, 2026 by Rev. Nick Parker 
 

Clayton Joseph Dortland 
 

Son of Joseph & Samantha Dortland was baptized 
Sunday, January 18, 2026 by Rev. Nick Parker. 
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Beads of Hope-All grandmothers are invited to join 
our Catholic Grandmothers Group in praying the 
rosary for our grandchildren and the special  
intentions we hold in our hearts for them. We meet 
in IHM Church after the 8am mass on the first 
Thursday of each month. Our next rosary will be 
prayed on Thursday, February 5th. Coffee 
and cookies will be provided in the Parish Hall after 
the rosary. We would love to have you join us!   

Parish & Community Announcements 
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Jan 25th 
*Chili Supper & Bazaar 11:00 to 2:00 at the school 
 
Jan 26th 
*Lunch provided for faculty & staff 
 
Jan 27th 
*Mass 8:00 am at IHM 
*Saint Parade (students dress like Saints)-immediately following Mass 
 
Jan 28th 
*Rotation station activities with members of the Hays community 8:15 am 
*Fr. Brian visits the 3rd grade 
*Fr. Fred visits the 4th grade 
*Gambino’s Dine Out Night 
 
Jan 29th 
*Mass 8:00 am at IHM 
*Students may wear a Kansas t-shirt or a  Kansas team t-shirt with their 
uniform bottoms 
*Talent Show by 3rd-5th-grade students at 2:30 in the Gym 
 
Jan 30th 
*All School Mass at 10:00 am at IHM 
*Mix it up day with TMP students 

YOUTH / ADULT INFORMATION Jan. 25 – 31, 2026 

    HOLY FAMILY ELEMENTARY HAYS CYO INFORMATION 

Jan 25th   Catholic Schools Week Jan 25th - 31st 
 
Jan 26th   HS V Scholars Bowl at Phillipsburg 4-7pm 
HS C Team Basketball at Hays High 5:30-8:30pm 
 
Jan 27th   HS V/J/C Basketball at Great Bend 4:30-9:30pm 
Heard Wrestling Practice in the Wrestling Room 5:45-8:30pm 
Jan 29th Finance Advisory Council Meeting 3:30-5:30pm in the LC 
JH Wrestling at Smith Center 4-8pm 
HS V Scholars Bowl at Norton 4-7pm 
 
Jan 30th  HS/JH Catholic Schools Week Mass IHM Church 10-11am 
HS V Boys/Girls Wrestling MCL Tournament at Trego 10am-6pm 
HS V/JV/C Basketball at Larned 4:30-9:30pm 
 
Jan 31st   JH Wrestling at Hoisington 9am-1pm 
HS JV Boys Basketball Tournament at Ellsworth 9am-12pm 
Pop Singers Dinner Theater Show 6-10pm  
 
Feb 1st    Pop Singers Dessert Show 1-4pm  

 
TMP-Marian Employment Opportunities 

 
Maintenance - Kitchen, Some School, and Summer 
 
Flexible, potential part-time or full-time depending on needs of the 
applicant. Contact Tom Kisner at kisnert@tmpmarian.org or  
785-432-3247 to apply or ask for details. 
 
 
The following coaching positions are available. If interested in the 
position, please send a cover letter, Diocese of Salina Application 
(see below), and resume to Athletic Director Drew Labertew at 
labertewd@tmpmarian.org 
 
Assistant Track Coach - Throwing Events 
 
Assistant Track Coach - HS or JH 

TMP-MARIAN JR/SR HIGH 

Jan 28th- 7:30 p.m.   CYO Meeting at CYO Room (IHM) 
 
Feb 4th- 7:30 p.m.   CYO Meeting at CYO Room (IHM) 
 
Feb 11th- 7:30 p.m.   CYO Meeting at CYO Room (IHM) 
 
Feb 14th- TBA   CYO Spaghetti Dinner Setup 
 
Feb 15th-  CYO SPAGHETTI DINNER FUNDRAISER          
                   (IHM Parish Hall) 
 
Feb 18th- NO MEETING   Ash Wednesday- please attend Mass! 
 
Feb 22nd- 2:00- 3:30 p.m.   Jr CYO Bowling Meeting (St. Nick’s) 

        

Youth Faith Formation K — 8 
 
 

Director of Faith Formation (K-8) 
Jaclyn Brown 
785-625-7339 

Email: jbrown@ihm-church.com 
 
 

January 28, 2026 - Faith Formation Classes at 6:30pm 
 
February 4, 2026 - Faith Formation Classes at 6:30pm 
 
February 11, 2026 - Faith Formation Classes at 6:30pm 
 
February 18, 2026 - No Faith Formation—Attend Ash Wednesday Mass! 
 
February 25, 2026 - Faith Formation Classes at 6:30pm 

 
2026 Sacramental Information 

 
Bread of Life Retreat - Saturday, March 7, 2026 
 
First Holy Communion Mass -  Sunday, May 3, 2026 at 2:30pm 
 
Confirmation Mass - Wednesday, June 17, 2026 at 7:00pm 

Baptismal Preparation Class: Saturday, January 31 
at 9:00am in the Upper Room of the Parish Office. 
Please contact Jaclyn Brown at the parish office to 
join by emailing jbrown@ihm-church.com.   
 
Please contact Brad at the Parish Office to begin the 
process of getting your child baptized and getting all 
the information on file. 

Confirmation Retreat - Mandatory 
8th Grade TMP & Faith Formation Students 

 

Date: Saturday, February 7, 2026 
 
Time: 10:00am to 5:00pm, ending the  
retreat with the 4:00pm Mass. Parents are invited to  
attend the Mass. 
 

All IHM 8th grade students from are   
required. 
 
Retreat information will be sent to parents and 
students via Flock Note. 
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